WSPCA/SEAPAX General Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2007

Attendees:

	Jen Nicholas
	Benin 03-05

	David Bane
	Honduras, Arkansas, El Salvador

	Dawn Kister
	Nepal 92-94

	Hugh Ho
	Kyrgyzstan 99-01

	Jen Kooiman
	Bolivia 96-98

	Kelly Pursley
	Georgia 04-06

	Don Kramer
	Armenia 04-06

	Larry Kaye
	Cameroon 89-92

	Kevin LeMoine
	Uzbekistan 98-00

	Monica LeMoine
	Uzbekistan 98-00

	Paulette Thompson
	Morocco 86-88

	Jennifer Samnick
	Togo 02-04

	Temma Pistrang
	Kenya 72-74

	Joana Ramos
	Brazil 73-75

	Scott Ramos
	Brazil 73-75

	George Ritchotte
	Madagascar 98-01

	Chad Wesen
	Moldova 04-06


Review of Last Board Meeting Minutes

Peace Corps Information Meeting 2/20/07 at Greenlake Library

Calendar Sales:

Sold out except for one.  249 sold to date.  Will place order early again in May, as we did in 2006.  Profit of $1500 will go to Grants Committee. On this project, can we increase the number of calendars we purchase to sell?  Group thought 50 more could be sold fairly easily.  However, Jennifer Samnick pointed out that we had 70 left in December this time, so selling more will need planning and effort.

Call for volunteers:  Help with planning and focus on selling the calendars to allow us to sell an increased number this year.  Jen Samnick also suggested a sales sheet to accompany every group of 10 calendars on which seller would list name of purchaser, name of seller and amount paid to make accounting easier.  If one person then gives their calendars to another person to sell, they would also transfer their sales sheet and so keep a better record of sales.

Old Business

Communication with NPCA, updating their Web site and member list.  We're changing the name of our group, so we need to update all of our information on their site, but we have lost our password.  Jen Nicholas is talking with Anne Baker to try to correct this.

Donated toiletries from Christmas party to the Southern Sudanese Community of Washington to benefit Sudanese refugees.

Grants Committee

Have had one in-person meeting so far.  Don, Jennifer S, Kelly, Joana, and Francesca attended.

· First priority for grants is where RPCVs have served or where PCVs are serving.

· Must be an active paid-up member of our group or a PCV who is planning to return to Washington or who has lived in Washington.

· $500/project, but dollar amount can change if more money is available or if there is a greater need.

· Application will be available on the Web.

· Meet three times per year.

Kelly Pursley nominated as Chairperson of the Grants Committee.  The role of the Chairperson would be to communicate from the Committee to the Board.

· She introduced herself and gave a brief summary of her qualifications.  She has had extensive experience with managing grants.

· After Kelly left the room, the group voted on her nomination.  Approved unanimously, 14-0.

If we receive e-mails asking for money from our group, send to Kelly or the WSPCA/SEAPAX President.

Kelly Pursley, kellypursley@yahoo.com, 206.375.7619

wspcapresident@yahoo.com

Name Change

Do we accept the petition to change our name to the Seattle Area Peace Corps Association, SEAPAX.  Accepted the petition unanimously, 15-0.

At the next general meeting, we will officially approve the name change dependent upon a majority vote by the attending membership.

The new website, www.seapax.org, is now live.  The existing site www.rpcv-wa.org, should be redirected.

The rpcv-wa.org domain is being hosted by InterConnection for $10 per month.  Propose that we move to Crystal Tech.  Cost would be $8 per year for the domain, $3 per month for hosting.  Need to talk to Chuck Brennick, the owner of InterConnection, since he is also an RPCV and a SEAPAX member.  Jen N will talk to Chuck.

Messaging on the Web that says, "SEAPAX, formerly WSPCA."

Motion to maintain seapax.org live and redirect rpcv-wa.org to seapax.org pending official name change.  13 for, 2 abstained, 0 against.

With name change will need to:

· forward e-mails

· change name on bank account

· change incorporation name; our group is incorporated in the State of Washington.

· change listserv.  Jen Nicholas will look into this:  Can we transition or do we have to start a new listserv?

Peace Corps Day, Thursday, March 1, 2007, 5:30-7:30

Parrington Hall Commons, UW

This is an opportunity to share PC experience, teach in classrooms, recruit PCVs.  It's an annual event hosted by the Evans School that usually attracts about 150 people.  There are regional tables, and we have requested a table this year.

The event has been known for good food in the past.  Restaurants on the Ave have donated food in the past, but they won't be donating food this year.  The Evans School has contributed money in the past, but they won't be doing that this year.

· Temma recommended a potluck, stating we didn't plan budget to buy food for this event.  We still need to use our budget to pay for the picnic in summer 2007.  The event isn't during dinnertime, so the food can be geared more toward snacks.

· Jennifer Samnick and Jen Kooiman recommended giving $100 to buy food for the event.  It is one of the biggest Peace Corps events of the year, and we need it to be a positive experience.  In the past, the focus has not been on recruiting members for SEAPAX, but it has been a lost opportunity.  If we do focus on introducing RPCVs to our group and gaining active members at this event, we will probably make back the money we spend on food through member dues.

· Joana stated that we need to have events that don't center around food.  In the past, this has not been a good recruiting event.  She recommended we provide beverages only.

· David proposed not providing any food or beverages, just getting the table and providing information.

Proposals:

1. To have a table at the event:  Unanimous, 15-0.

2. To have no food:  3 for, 3 abstained, 9 against.

3. Give $100 to Jeff Carter at Evans School to buy food.  Temma to work with Jeff:  7 for, 4 abstained, 4 against.

Jennifer Samnick will contact Jeff Carter to ask for more detail--What other organizations are donating?  If we give money to the Evans School, what would be purchased?

Team Works Volunteer Team
New group in four months if this one is successful.

March Officer Elections

President, Vice President, Secretary, Membership Coordinator, 3 Members-at-Large

Time-commitment for President and Vice President 2-3 hours per week, secretary less time-commitment because the role is meeting-focused.

Deadline for candidacy, March 3, 2007  [Note: Date later changed to March 11].  Declare candidacy via e-mail to wspcapresident@yahoo.com.  Position descriptions in the newsletter and on the Web.  

Voting must be completed by Sunday, March 25, 2007.  Take up positions on April 1, 2007.

Miscellaneous

Eats Out:

 February 23rd, at Waid’s.  Jen Nicholas will be the point person. [Note: location later changed to Ototo Sushi]
March 16, Ototo Sushi.  [Note: later changed to Waid's Haitian Cuisine & Lounge]

Pub Night, tabled. [Note:  Pub Nights later added]:
February 27, 6:00 p.m., King's Hardware, 5225 Ballard Ave NW, Seattle

March 27, 6:00, Lottie's Lounge, Columbia City,4900 Rainier Ave S, Seattle

Meetings:

General Meeting, Sunday, March 11, 5:00 - 7:00, Jen Nicholas' house, 719 N. 48th St., Seattle (~2 blocks S of the zoo), Temma Pistrang will show photos of her recent trip to Kenya!

April Board Meeting, Sunday, April 1st, 5:00 p.m., Parrington Hall, UW
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