WSPCA Meeting Minutes

General Meeting

Sunday, October 8, 2006

5 pm, Pistrang's

Members present: Jen Nicholas (Benin 03-05); Francesca Holme (Nicaragua 04-06); Joana Ramos (Brazil 73-75); Scott Ramos (Brazil 73-75); Don Kramer (Armenia 04-06); Amy Gourde (Bulgaria 97-99); Kate Guelker-Cone (Guinea 02-04); Jennifer Samnick (Togo 02-04); Joanne Dufour (El Salvador 72-73), Temma Pistrang (Kenya 72-74)
Before the meeting began copies of the amended bylaws were distributed for review by the members.

I. Member introductions:  Each attendant gave their name and country and year of service.

II.  Agenda reading and corrections: Jen read the meeting’s agenda and asked for corrections or additions.  It was decided that we would discuss Charlotte Utting’s passing at the beginning of the meeting.

The members who knew Charlotte Utting told the rest of the group a few things about her life, in light of her recent death.  Charlotte was a very active member of the RPCV network who served as a Volunteer in both Senegal and Cameroon and as a Peace Corps recruiter, an NPCA liaison and president of WSPCA; she was active in political and humanitarian causes and won a United Nations Human Rights award for some of her work.  Those who knew Charlotte are of course deeply affected by her passing.  It was proposed that the main feature article for the next WSPCA newsletter should be written about her; Joana agreed that it would be a good idea.

III. The previous meeting’s minutes were reviewed; no amendments were made.

IV. Committee Reports

a. Bylaws committee :

Jen N. announced that changes to the bylaws suggested at the August 26 meeting will be up for vote at the end of the meeting.  She drew members’ attention to the amended bylaws distributed at the beginning of the meeting.

b. Dues committee

Jen S. announced that from now on rather than collecting dues continuously, dues will be collected in an annual drive in September.  She stressed the importance of letting others know of this change.  The dues drive has already begun for the 2007 year, but as the change was recent, we are still not finished collecting dues.  Jen S. and Temma agreed to meet to coordinate their membership lists to get the most accurate picture.

c. Grants committee

Joana gave the report from the grants committee, and explained to the new members that WSPCA gives out some grant money each year to different projects depending on what the members of the group decide their top priorities are.  This year’s grant benefited schools impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  Don and Francesca volunteered to join the grants committee.  The committee will meet next in December, date TBD.

V. Old business

a. Book donations

Joanne gave an update about the book donations to Slidell, announcing that they had been a great success.  The needs at Slidell are much smaller now (notebooks and pencils as opposed to books).  She announced that there is another school, called Lake Castle, that is in need of textbooks, and asked if the members would agree that we should spend some of the remaining money on shipping them textbooks if a textbook donation were acquired.  The members agreed that this would correspond with the original intention of the funding.
b. Monthly disclaimer for listserve


Jen N. said that she would be writing a disclaimer/usage guide for the listserve giving directions on how to post messages, change settings and unsubscribe, and reminding users that all postings are not necessarily the opinion of WSPCA.

c. Ease of finding WSPCA website by search engine


Scott followed up on the website’s “findability,” explaining that in fact the WSPCA website does generally pop up within the first few listings depending on the key words entered (ie Returned Peace Corps Volunteers Seattle).  Nevertheless, he offered to make several more changes to improve our standing on the Google hit list.

d. Formal budget

Temma reported on our budget, including recent expenditures to maintain our P.O. box (approx. $50) and our website and domain name (approx. $180).  It was discussed that we might consider switching to Crystal Tech next time as our web hosts (it may be more economical).  As we no longer distribute any paper newsletters, this expense has been all but eliminated from the budget.  It was also announced that we have enough money for a holiday party and one other event ($300), so we could consider getting a speaker for an evening event sometime.  

While speaking of other budget expenses, it was mentioned that we need to obtain a more extensive report from our regional representative to the Peace Corps Conference in DC.  We should also be inviting Bob Findlay to our general meetings for updates, or asking for a report to read at the December meeting.  On an unrelated note, it was mentioned that we must get a hold of NPCA and ask them to update our information on their website.

e. Calendar sales

Jen S. announced that calendar sales are going on, explained that these sales are our main fundraiser which allows us to donate money for projects, and asked for ideas of how to sell more of them.  It was suggested that members sell them at Farmer’s Markets and festivals, and Jen S. agreed to look into selling at Farmer’s Markets.  Temma will attend the Wallingford Senior Center bazaar on November 17 and 18 to sell, and will give Jen S. a list of previous calendar purchases so we can approach former buyers again.

VI. New business

a. Review of bylaws

After discussion of the changes, there was a motion by Jen N. to pass the new bylaws, which was seconded by Joanne, and unanimously approved by the members.

b. New name for WSPCA

We are looking for a new name, which we will vote on at December’s meeting.  Names must be catchy, pronounceable, and have an acceptable acronym.  They should reflect our membership and location. Ideas should be submitted to Jen N., and potential names will be voted on during the December meeting.  The author of the winning name will win a free calendar at the holiday party.  The deadline for submissions is Nov. 15.  It was noted that we should make sure that our name change will not adversely affect our ability to collect our rebate from NPCA.

c. Events


Eats Out for October will be on Oct. 20 at 7 pm at Olive You.  Eats Out for November will be on Nov. 17 at the Tamarind Tree, also at 7 pm.  RSVPs for Eats Out events will be expected further in advance from now on, since September’s Eats Out reservation was made too late to get a good reservation time.  


Pub nights for October and November are as follows: Oct. 24 at Mulleady’s and Nov. 28 at Die Bier Stube.  


Other upcoming events of interest to RPCVs include GambiaHELP on Saturday Oct. 14 (contact is Jen N.) and a Darfur event on Nov. 19 organized by Save Darfur (contact is Joanne), at which John Prendergast of the International Crisis Group will speak. 

d. Committees/officers


The events committee’s activities were explained, and Kate volunteered to join.  No one volunteered for either the event coordinator role or the secretary role, so the group will keep recruiting to fill these positions.  

e. NPCA reports from Bob Findlay


We need to follow up to see if Bob attended the national meeting in Washington, DC; he originally did not intend to, but it appears that he did.

f. Holiday party


The holiday party was discussed, and a date set for December 16.  It was decided that the party should be held in someone’s home, and Joanne volunteered her home again (she hosted it last year).  It was decided that we would see if someone else would like to host it, but if not, we would love to have it in Joanne’s home again.

g. December general meeting


The December general meeting was set for Sunday, December 3 at 5pm, in Parrington Hall on the University of Washington campus.

h. Other issues

“An Inconvenient Truth” is showing at the Crest, and Temma stated that she would be going on Wednesday and that others could join her if they wished.

The Peace Corps Online List is a privately-run list of websites relevant to RPCVs; it would be a good site to link to.

Jen S. also mentioned that the Friends of Togo website has several interesting links to PCV blogs and discussion groups, and she agreed to forward the links list to Scott.

VII.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8 pm.




