WSPCA meeting minutes

Meeting/Movie Night

Sunday, June 25th, 2006

5pm, Ramos’ house
Members present: Joanne Dufour, El Salvador 72-73; Jason Helvin, Ghana 06-08; Lily Olivier, nominee; Temma Pistrang, Uganda/Kenya 72-74; Jen Nicholas, Benin 03-05; Larry Kaye, Cameroon 89-92; Paulette Thompson, Morocco 86-88; Jen Samnick, Togo 02-04; Mary Donley, nominee; Joana Ramos, Brazil 73-75.

Agenda reading and corrections: Jen read the meeting’s agenda and asked for corrections or additions.  Joanne and Joana added subjects to the Old Business heading: the Slidell book drive and the minutes of the May 20th regional meeting, respectively.  

Member introductions:  Each attendant gave their name and country and year of service.  Welcome to our nominees!  

Old Business:  
I. Slidell book drive


Joanne gave us an update on the book donation effort she has been spearheading for Louisiana schools.  So far 2,000 books have been donated to three schools in Slidell, as well as globes, atlases and other classroom supplies.  WSPCA paid the shipping costs for these books, which have come from numerous sources.  Several individuals have been inspired by the initiative to ship books directly to the benefiting schools, and so the work will continue independently of WSPCA.  The group discussed the “best practices” of this event, including the importance of having a personal contact in the stricken area to assure that real needs are being met and the role of solving a logistical problem (i.e. the shipping of donated books) in encouraging donations.  We also discussed publicizing the effort through such avenues as The Seattle Post-Intelligencer and Radio KEXP’s monthly spotlight on non-profits; concerns were raised as to the exposure this might initiate being beyond our means, and the discussion was tabled.


Temma added that the $1,000 donated by WSPCA for victims of Christmas 2005’s tsunami went to pay the salary of a teacher in Thailand for one year.  

II. May 20th regional meeting minutes


Joana reminded the group that she has copies of the complete minutes from May 20th’s regional meeting held here in Seattle; please email her a request.  Abbreviated minutes are available on the website.

New Business: 

I.
Upcoming events


A.  
WSPCA picnic, July 8th
Jen N. reminded the group that our annual picnic will be held at Golden Gardens on July 8th from 3-7pm.  We have rented tables #14-17.  Larry, Jen N. and Temma will bring grills, and Joana has two tablecloths; we will either locate two more or purchase paper ones.  If anyone has a tablecloth we can use, please contact Jen N. at wspcapresident@yahoo.com or 206-856-8309 (preferably evenings or weekends).  The setup crew will consist of Jen N., Jen S., Larry, Scott, Joana and Paulette – meet at 2:15 at the picnic tables.  Takedown will include Jen N., Larry, Mary and any other willing volunteers!  We agreed that participants should bring their own place settings, although WSPCA will provide backup settings; we will also bring charcoal.  Questions contact Jen N.

B. August regional campout

The regional campout will be held at Dworshak State Park in Orofino, ID, from Thursday to Sunday, August 3-6.  This year the Columbia River group is asking that RSVPs be sent by email to Sam Greer and fees be sent to: Charles Greer, 2648 Gourley St., Boise, ID 83705-4026.  For more details, see CRPCA’s website: www.

Members thought that carpooling would be a good idea, but we will need to find someone who is definitely going to the campout to act as a point person.  Anyone interested in carpooling, contact Jen N.
II.
Future activity ideas
Jen N. asked for feedback on future WSPCA meetings/events.  Some ideas were: ethnic cooking nights (on a particular region or based on country of service); ethnic dance lessons and dances; bowling and/or karaoke at Sunset Bowl in Ballard; and trivia nights.  Let us know what you think!  A list was also passed around of members willing to host a meeting/activity.  Thanks to all who volunteered – you will be hearing from us!

III.
Other business/comments
A. Calendar sales

Temma mentioned that we should order our 2007 calendars soon so we can have more time to sell.  In the past we have sold about 200 calendars; we decided to order 200 to start with and add 100 more if necessary.  Jen S. will order the calendars and coordinate the sales.  Depending on delivery, we will either sell the calendars at the picnic or take pre-orders there.  The calendars will be $10 for a direct sale and $12 for orders by mail.  To order or pick up copies to sell, contact Jen Samnick: jensamnick@gmail.com.  

B. Hangouts

It was suggested we have some of our Hangouts at the 3rd Place Books bar on NE 65th and 20th Ave NE, as parking would be easier than at Shultzy’s; the bar has its own parking lot and is easily accessible by bus.  Let us know what you think.

C. Eats Out

We discussed the organization of the Eats Out evenings, which had been done by Brian and Karima in the past.  Jen N. agreed to take over the organization of these evenings, and Paulette provided a list of possibilities.  The Eats Out events are not scheduled in the summer, but will restart in September.

D. NPCA

Joana noted that the updated information we sent to NPCA about our group has not yet been placed on their website.  Anyone willing to contact them has our blessing.

E. Newsletter/website

The group discussed subjects for the next newsletter, appearing at the end of July.  One suggestion was to provide Joana with digital photos from our Peace Corps to include in each edition; send photos to wspcaeditor@yahoo.com.  We would also like to do a piece on our nominees and a bio of one board member each month.  We also discussed advertising the listserve on the website so that it will be more utilized.

F. Listserve

Members are encouraged to use the listserve to inform others of any upcoming cultural or community events in the area.  It is a very efficient tool that should be used!

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:47pm and followed by a viewing and discussion of the award-winning Brazilian film City of God.  
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